Association between Kaposi's sarcoma and atherosclerosis: implications for gammaherpesviruses and vascular disease.
The treatment of HIV-positive patients with protease inhibitors has been suggested to increase their risk of atherosclerosis. The cause of this accelerated atherogenesis is unknown, but on the basis of previous studies we postulated that it could be linked to the presence of human herpesvirus-8. A retrospective analysis of post-mortem reports showed a strong correlation between Kaposi's sarcoma and the presence of atheroma. This hypothesis merits further investigation.